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Although the specific number of crimes and the percentage declines are not perfectly 
equivalent between the NCVS and UCR Program, the story regarding violent and property 
crime from the two data collection systems is similar. Still, when they differ, there are many 
good reasons to expect the NCVS and UCR statistics to differ.70 The most obvious reason is 
that the NCVS includes crimes not reported to the police, and the UCR includes only those 
that are reported to the police. Another reason is that UCR SRS crime numbers do not include 
simple assault, while the NCVS finds that simple assault is the most common form of vio-
lence. Despite the different measurement approaches between the UCR Program and NCVS, 
the findings are robust: Crime has declined since the early 1990s.

MEASURING CYBERCRIME
While technology brings with it many improvements in life, it also makes available new 

means for committing crime. This is the case with cybercrime, which is impossible with-
out technology. Cybercrimes can be committed quickly and conveniently from anywhere in 
the world. No longer are criminals constrained to victims within close physical proximity. 
Interpol (the International Criminal Police Organization), an intergovernmental organiza-
tion, notes that there is no universally agreed upon definition of cybercrime, but that it takes 
on two major forms. First is advanced cybercrime or high-tech crime. These criminal acts are 
generally quite sophisticated and are focused on computer hardware and software. Second are 
cyber-enabled crimes, which are more traditional in nature. These types of victimizations were 
made possible with the introduction of the Internet and include acts such as crimes against 
children, financial crimes, and terrorist acts. Cybercrime victimization is considered by the FBI 
to be extremely serious because it can lead to severe personal damage, death, and unlawfully 
gained assets, including sensitive and classified military and intelligence documents, as well 
as widespread economic chaos. Cybercrime can destroy businesses, and on an individual level, 
cybercrimes can ruin lives when personal assets and identities are revealed or stolen.

Cybercrime takes many forms.71 One relatively new form is creepware. Creepware is a 
malware program downloaded to a person’s computer without his or her knowledge. The 
malware can be installed manually or remotely when the owner of the computer clicks on 
an innocuous link. Once installed, this software can be used to highjack computers remotely, 
turn on computer webcams and spy on victims at any time, access hard drives, and record 
keystrokes, making stealing passwords and account numbers possible. Using this informa-

tion, hackers can highjack computers, raid 
banking accounts, extort victims by threat-
ening to release video of them (often con-
taining nudity and other personal acts), 
and/or blackmail victims into performing 
sexual acts on Skype or similar platforms. 
Victims often learn that their comput-
ers have been taken over when messages 
appears on the screens stating demands. In 
2013, the reigning Miss Teen USA received 
a message that demanded more nude pho-
tos and a live sexual performance or the 
hackers would release nude photos taken 
without her knowledge while she was in 
her bedroom. The hackers knew when 
she opened the demand email and threat-
ened release of these items, stating that 
her dream of becoming a model would 
be transformed into a career in pornog-
raphy if she did not comply promptly. 
Ultimately, a former classmate of Miss 
Teen USA was arrested for installing this 

Burglary is the least common form of property crime measured by the NCVS.

What may account for there being relatively little burglary? What might lead to an 

increase in burglary in the future?
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Video 2.2: 
Creepware




